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The Cost of a GOP Myvth

By Harold Meyerson
Wednesday, May 16, 2007, AlS

It Attorney General Alberto Gonzales clings to his job much longer, he may end up as the only remaining employee of the Justice
Department. By resigning on Monday, Deputy Attorney General Paul MceIdulty joined Gonzales's chuef of staff, D Evyle Sampson; the
department's White House laison, IMonica Goodling, and Justice official Michael Eattle, who oversaw the distrussal of federal
prosecutors, on the list of Gonzalesites who've left the building. At thiz point, the number of TS5, atterneys distrussed for political reasons
still exceeds the number of Tustice officials who've left because of thew mwvolvement in dismissing those attorneys or dissembling about if,
but the ratio 15 ightening.

By now, it's abundantly clear that a mumnber of the 7.5 attorneys whom Gonzales's mintons sent packing didn't ive up to Karl Eowe's
expectations in one crucial particular; They had faled to ring up conwictions, of even mount prosecutions, for voter fraud. As Dan Eggen
and Amy Goldstemn reported m Monday's Post, five of the 12 federal prosecutors etther sacked or considered for sacking last vear had
been singled out by Eowve and other adrunistration officials for nonperformance on woter fraud. Armazingly, all five came from states --
Mlizsount, Mevada, New Mexico, Washington and Wisconsih -- where Eepublicans were embroided i tight election contests.

With the hotne office i Washington breathing dewn their necles, why did these expenenced prosecutors fal to bring woter fraud
indictments? The crime, after all, had become a major Justice Department concern. Startmg in 2002, Tustice required every 115 attorney
to designate a district election officer, whose job it would be to end this epideric of electoral frand. These officers’ attendance was
recquired at antmal training sermnars, where they were taught how to ihwestigate, prosecute and conwict fraudulent voters. The statutes
were adequate; the investigators were primed, well funded and raring to go.

And nothing happened. For the simple reason that when it comes to woter fraud i America, there's no there there. Voter fraud 13 a myth
-- niot an urban or rural myth, as such, but a Eepublican one.

Ag areport authored this spring by Lotraine Innite, a political science professor at Barnard College of Columbia Tniversity, for the
voter-rights program Project Vote makes unmistakcably clear, the government's failure to prosecute of convict more than a handfil of
people for wvoter fraud 1sn't for lack of tryng. Simce 2002, the Tustice Department's Ballot Access and Votmg Integrity Initiative has, as
Gonzales put i, “made enforcement of election fraud and corruption offenses a top prionty " And wet between October 2002 and
september 2002, ust 38 cases were brought nationally, and of thoze, 14 ended in distizsals or acquittals, 11 i guilty pleas, and 13 m
comictions. Though a Justice Department manual on election crime states that these cases "may present an easier means of obtaining
cotvictions than do other forms of public corruption,” federal attorneys have faled to rack up those conwictions, for the simple reason
that mcidents of fraud have been few and far between.

A5 the Eepublican INyth has it, nothing 13 more fraught with fraud than woter-registration campaigns waged in working-class and poor
neighbothoods that are largely black or Hispanic, According to the 2004 Census, 15 percent of blacks and Hispanics were registered
during such campaigns, the figure for whites 12 qust 2 percent. But of those 38 prosecutions that the Justice Department brought between
2002 and 2002, a grand total of two were for fabricating or falsifing voter registration applications. This qualifies as one of our smaller
CHne Waves.

From Eowe's perspective, however, a crackdown on woter registration campaigns i rinotity communities made cold electoral sense.
shottly after George W. Bush became president, Eowve began to impress upon leading Eepublicans the importance of the nation's
changing demographics -- that with the nation beconing steadily less wlite, Eepublican survival depended on winning a greater share of
black and Hispanic woters. That, of course, was just one way to address the party's electoral problem. The other, i close races, was to
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suppress black and Hispanic turnout -- a task that would become far easier of the airwawves were buzzing with news of voter-fraud indicttnents. It was a task that recuired federal prosecutors

who would indict first and ask questions later.

And thus, as has so often been the case i the Bush presidency, a government department was instructed to negate its ratson d'etre. Just as consumer protection and environmental protection
agencies were transformed into agencies protecting manufacturers and despoders, so Justice -- whose imperishable glory was its role m extending the franchise to Afnican Amencans dunng

the ciwil nghts yvears -- was told that its new mission was to suppress the franchise. When you think of it, it's surpnising that anyone still worlcs there at all
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