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Report shows ID 1s bad idea

By MELANIE G. RAMEY And ANDREA EARINSEI

Posted: March 15, 26808

wtate Sen. Joe Letbham (E-Shebovgan) and several colleagues repeatedly have referred to a recent Milwaukee Police Department repott as
rationale for mstititing a constitutional amendment requiring woters to present a government-1ssued photo ID at the polls. “Whale this proposal 15
being touted as a move to tmprove election day operations, its true effect could be the disenfranchizement of thousands of eligible woters who
deserve to have their voices heard,

Moreover, it i3 shocking that proponents of woter ID are citing a report which rolled out old findings that appear to point to widespread dlegal
voting in Milwaukee in the 2004 election. The truth 15 that wirtually all of the wregulanities identified in the 2004 election already have been debunked
ot found to be sinple errors - people signing i on the wrong ine, a ghtch in the voter history that mcorrectly looks like people woting twice, or a
misspelled name. The study identified no reports of anyone mpersonating anyone else at the polls,

The reportt ttzelf actually identified only three true imstances of llegal woting, not the thousands that have been falzely reported. Two of the dlegal
votes were cast by felons still under supernsion who didn't know they were not allowed to wote, and voter ID would not have prevented them from
voting. This has already been addressed through better education of felons and poll workcers. ost of the 15sues m the 2004 election related to the
Milwankee database, and these have been addressed by mcorporating it into the statewide database.

It 1z not clear who really 15 responsible for this report, which came as a surpnise to Milwaukee Police Chief Edward Flynn when it was released
(vrwwr, jsondine, com/723755). We do know it was written by individuals who are supposed to investigate crimes, not admimster elections.
Therefore, the recommendations need to be taken with a grain of salt. For example, it lunts at recommending an antal purge of homeless voters
and those bving in student housing facilities, a practice that would flatly wiclate the federal National Voter Eegistration Act.

At first glance, many might think that requinng 1T to wote would not create barmers. It 15 easy to assume that most people have a current, walid
photo ID such as a drver's icense. But what about vour elderly neighbor, who gave up driwing long age’ Or your disabled co-worker, who relies
on1 fhends and farmly to get arcund? Or a low-mmcome single mother, who simply cannot afford to spend an afternoon watting in ine at the Diwision
of Motor Wehicles to update her address?

‘The truth 1z that photo ID requirements disproportionately unpact the eldetly, poor, dizabled and mnority populations, who may not have the same
access to an 1D that others take for granted. In 2003, the state Departnent of Transportation estinated that approzmately 130,000 people of
votihg age actross the state did not have a driver's license, and that only 20% of these people would ever obtain the necessary documentation 1f it
was required.

The League of Women Voters has long believed that the best way to unprove elections 15 to prowvide the resources needed to have better
management as well as enhanced recnutment, traimmng and compensation of poll workers. This 13 exactly what was done m Milwaukee after the
2004 election, and the result has been a fall 2006 election and a Febrary 2008 presidential primary with high turmout and very few problems.

Tse posttive solutions to inprove elections without disenfranchising woters.

Melanie 5. Rameyv is president and Andrea Kaminskd is executive director of the League of Women Voters of Wisconsin,
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