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democracy.
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Kohl'z fight for state jobs

The As=zembly's warped priorities

Senate Bill 171, which would provide public financing for state Supreme
Courtraces, is onthe agenda. Wisconsin senators should pass it and
send it to the Assembly, where the fight against it will be toudgh, but where
reasan might actually prevail.

The kill, known as the impartial justice hill, provides public financing to
candidates far the high courtwho meet the qualifications to be placed on
the ballot and agree to limit their spending to 400,000, i | Qr

Should special interests get involved, as they do now, the candidate

targeted by independent expenditures would be provided additional public TEC INC LR
funds ta fight back. Thatwaould go a long way to take away the incentive that skt
special interests now have to flood the ainsave s with attack ads. & ..

The beauty of Senate Bill 171 is that it stands the promise of returning high
court elections to the people by removing the influence that big money has
in the contests.

Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce, for example, spent millions last
wear to push the election of consenative Annette Jiegler and is planning to
spend millions maore this year in an effort to defeat sitting Justice Louis
Butler.

Its huge war chest enables it to drown out the message ofthose without
deep pockets.

That subverts the dermocratic process. The state Senate can take the first Most Pﬂ.pu}ar
step Tuesday to change all that.
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